
The URISA Board of Directors has called 
for a Summit to be held in Washington, 
D.C. on May 21st. At a recent Board of 
Directors meeting in Chicago, the need 
for clarification regarding the impact of 
so many Federal data-related initiatives 
on local government geospatial profes-
sionals was identified as a top priority 
needed by URISA’s members. Now with 
homeland security initiatives, local gov-
ernment URISA members need to learn 
and communicate about the issues and 
opportunities created by the several 
ongoing initiatives. At URISA’s 2002 
Annual Conference, a Task Force was 
formed to “voice the views and issues 
from associations and groups interested 
in and affected by the initiatives.” 

Some of these issues that require a 
dialogue include the following: 
    Many urbanized areas are moving 

to resolution approaching 6” 
pixels for more fidelity in the 
built environment. Will the 133 
Cities take advantage of local data 
collection and how?

    In creating working relationships 
and partnerships between Federal 
agencies and over 5,500 units 
of local government, what is the 
role of the State partners or other 
intermediaters at the regional 
level to act as a clearinghouse for 
collecting and sharing local data?; 

    What have we learned from the 
Census Bureau’s cooperation with 
locals over the past decade? 

    What is the acceptable resolution 
of the national datasets relative 
to the local, particularly if they 
would be used, for example, to 

plot individual locations/addresses 
because of a bioterrorist event?; 

    If it is the local government’s 
responsibility to keep their maps 
and records up-to-date, how do 
we facilitate all users coming back 
for the best and the most current 
data?; 

    If maps and information are 
integrated into a seamless 
resource, how do we recognize 
the original source and possible 
licensing issues?; 

    What is the new role of NIMA 
considering other national data 
initiatives, e.g., the USGS’s 
National Map, Census’ TIGER 
enhancement, etc.? 

    Is the role of the GeoData Alliance, 
I-Teams and Geospatial One-Stop 
to help facilitate all of the above? 
Are their roles complementary or 
overlapping? 

Following is a summary of the 
Summit. Visit the URISA website for 
details about speaker participation, 
registration information and more.

 

Give & Take: National Programs ... 
Local Implementation
A URISA Summit to Promote Nation-
al Data Partnerships & Collaboration
May 21, 2003
Jury’s Washington Hotel on Dupont 
Circle
Washington, DC

Join URISA for a one-day summit de-
signed to foster the development and 

assembling of the national geospatial 
datasets through partnerships and col-
laboration between governments at all 
levels, private sector, and non-profit 
organizations. The summit will focus on 
five programs initiated by the Federal 
government as a unique opportunity 
for creation of a viable information 
base and infrastructure to support deci-
sion-making and action in both crisis 
and ordinary situations. The following 
programs will be addressed:
    US Geological Survey’s The 

National Map
    Office of Management and Budget 

& FGDC’s Geospatial One-Stop
    US Census Bureau’s TIGER 

Enhancement
    National Imagery and Mapping 

Agency’s 133 Cities 
    Federal Emergency Management 

Agency’s First Responders 

Content: The program will feature 
a panel of representatives from the 
USGS, FGDC, NIMA, FEMA, US Census 
Bureau, local and state governments, 
and relevant associations and groups. 
After reviewing the ongoing programs, 
the panelists will engage in a dialogue 
among themselves and the attendees 
about the issues, opportunities, and 
implementation strategies that will lead 
to successful creation and assembling 
of the national datasets. All sessions 
will be professionally moderated. An 
information package about the five 
programs will be distributed to each 
attendee before the Summit.
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Important URISA 
Dates to Remember

May 21, 2003
National Programs/Local 
Implementation Summit
Washington, DC

July 20–22, 2003
2nd Annual Public Participation GIS 
Conference
Portland State University

August 17–20, 2003
Street Smart and Address Savvy 
Conference
Providence, Rhode Island

October 11–15, 2003
URISA 2003
Atlanta, Georgia

November, 2003
Caribbean GIS Conference
Barbados

The Urban and Regional Information 

Systems Association (URISA) is the 

premier professional association for 

those involved in improving our urban 

and regional environments through the 

effective use of information technology. 

Professionals in planning, economic 

development, information systems, 

emergency services, natural resources, 

public works, transportation, and other 

departments within state and local 

government have depended on URISA 

for professional development and 

educational needs since 1963. Through 

its international, national and local 

chapter operations, URISA serves nearly 

8,000 professionals.
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Target Participants: If you are a 
geospatial information professional, 
manager, or administrator interested 
in learning about the ongoing Federal 
programs, and in envisioning and 
shaping the process and outcomes of 
their implementation – this summit 
is right for you and you are the right 

person for this summit! 
This summit has been endorsed 

by both the National Association of 
Counties (NACo) and the International 
City/County Management Association 
(ICMA).

Visit www.urisa.org for program 
details and registration information, or 
call (847) 824-6300.

URISA National Geographic 
Information 3C (Cooperation, 
Coordination, Collaboration) 
Task Force and URISA Summit Goals
    Increasing awareness and 

understanding of scope and 
objectives of various Federal 
programs and expectations from 
other government levels 

    Identifying and prioritizing 
relevant organizational and 
institutional issues

    Affirming the need for 
commitment to 3C and a 
coherent/unified path of action 
among Federal agencies (3C 
= Cooperation, Coordination, 
Collaboration)

    Encouraging development of 
implementation plans for the 
Federal programs to include local, 
regional, state, and other parties 
as equal partners

    Sharing of resources among 
federal agencies and with local, 
regional, and state parties

    Demonstrating a common 
ground between state and 
local government and other 
organizations

    Raising the level of political 
sophistication for locals in dealing 
with Federal agencies in terms of 
understanding their environment 
and drives

    Pointing to effective forms of 

partnering and collaboration that 
can bring mutual benefits to the 
involved parties but also result 
in a comprehensive and unified 
national information base

    Advocating approaches for 
sustaining long term partnerships 
and mechanisms for geographic 
information development and 
maintenance 

Summit Agenda

8:30–9:00 AM Welcome

Morning Sessions —Understanding the Programs and Examining the 
Issues: Getting to the Core of It

9:00–10:00 AM Initiating a Dialogue: Local Government Perspective, 
Experience, and Principles for Successful Data 
Partnering

10:30 AM–12:
00 NOON 

Reviewing the Programs: 
Goals, Activities, & Relationships 
Representatives from Federal agencies will clarify the 
intent of their programs, the approach taken toward 
accomplishing them, and the nature of interaction and 
involvement with other programs and agencies.  

12:00 NOON–1:
30 PM 

Luncheon 
The mid-day keynote address will remind us of the 
lessons learned from other partnering, collaboration, 
and program implementation efforts involving public 
and private organizations with diverse goals, resources, 
and interests.

Afternoon Sessions —Towards A Successful Implementation 

1:30–3:00 PM Exploring Opportunities and Implementation 
Strategies
This interactive session will engage the panelists and 
participants at large to identify the paths and requisites 
for achieving the shared goal of a viable national 
information base and infrastructure. Fresh ideas and 
solutions will be generated through a constructive 
dialogue.

3:30–4:30 PM Closing Session: One Vision—One Plan—One 
Map Review and summary of the Summit’s goals, 
accomplishments, and messages; prioritization of issues 
and activities.

4:30–6:00 PM  Closing Reception

    Fostering communication about 
a variety of perspectives, issues, 
opportunities, and solutions/ideas 

Visit http://www.urisa.org/
initiativeshome.htm for more infor-
mation about URISA’s National Geo-
graphic Information 3C (Cooperate, 
Coordinate, Collaborate) Task Force.

GIS & Remote Sensing (continued from front page)

http://www.urisa.org
http://www.urisa.org/initiativeshome.htm
http://www.urisa.org/initiativeshome.htm
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“Would you tell me which way I ought to 
go from here?” asked Alice.
“That depends a good deal on where you 
want to get,” said the Cat.
“I really don’t care where,” replied Alice.
“Then it doesn’t much matter which way 
you go,” said the Cat.

— Lewis Carroll

… or as Yogi Berra (with his keen insight 
into spatial relationships), once said 
“You got to be careful if you don’t know 
where you’re going, because you might 
not get there.” To define URISA’s direc-
tion as a professional society, the Board 
of Directors has revised the URISA Strate-
gic Plan. The Board approved the Plan at 
its most recent meeting in Chicago. 

The new Strategic Plan will be used 
to guide our organization through the 
next year and into the future. The Plan 
includes a revised mission statement, a 
series of vision statements that support 
the mission, a forecast of industry 
direction, and goals, strategies, and 
actions items to make it all happen. In 
addition, the Board approved a series 
of detailed Work Plans for four specific 
facets of the Plan. 

URISA’s Mission 
The Mission Statement expresses, in a 
single sentence, URISA’s purpose and 
distinctive focus in a way that encour-
ages commitment and innovation from 
our diverse membership base. URISA’s 
revised Mission Statement says:
       URISA promotes the effective and 

ethical use of spatial information 
and information technologies for the 
understanding and management of 
urban and regional systems. 

URISA’s Vision 
URISA will lead and be a key partner in 
advancing the effective use of spatial 
information and geographic information 
technologies across a range of disci-
plines. We plan to focus on issues, create 
policies, and define standards related to 

URISA’s New Strategic Plan
By URISA Board Member: Hilary Perkins, Jacobs Civil, St. Louis, MO

our mission and vision. To increase our 
membership, we hope to foster an en-
vironment of professional camaraderie, 
education, exchange, service, advance-
ment, professional recognition, and 
provide useful services to our chapters. 
Finally, URISA will provide responsive 
Association management based on 
member volunteers and highly skilled 
professional staff. 

Goals, Strategies, & Actions 
The URISA Strategic Plan contains six 
major development areas. Each of these 
sections represents key planning areas for 
the organization and each contains spe-
cific strategies and actions that should be 
carried out in order to achieve the stated 
goals. Further, each section of this Strate-
gic Plan has been assigned to a commit-
tee, to the URISA staff, or to the Board of 
Directors, and is related to a specific Work 
Plan. URISA has set the following goals:
     Secure URISA’s long-term financial 

stability. 
     Offer increased opportunities 

for professional education and 
exchange. Build on URISA’s 
outstanding record of providing 
high-quality annual conferences, 
workshops, specialty conferences, 
publications, and a refereed 
journal that are important to the 
profession. 

     Increase URISA’s membership, and 
provide responsive, cost-effective 
services to the membership.

     Offer opportunities for professional 
service, advancement, and 
recognition. 

     To provide for sound, responsive 
association management by relying 
on member volunteers for subject 
expertise and overall agency 
direction, and professional staff 
for administrative, business, and 
conference management expertise. 
To foster and grow strong chapters 
and to establish mutually beneficial 
relations with related organizations. 

     Lead and be a key partner in 
addressing issues, policies, and 
standards of concern to the 
membership.

Work Plan Directives
Work Plans will allow the URISA Board of 
Directors, committee members, volun-
teers, and URISA staff outline a method 
to prepare for URISA’s future growth, 
identify problems and point the way 
to solutions, develop priorities for the 
organization, provide a mechanism to 
coordinate short and long term proj-
ects, and to provide a method to keep 
the membership up to date on URISA’s 
overall direction. The work plans outline 
the specific steps required to accomplish 
strategies and actions in four key areas: 
     Budget & Finance 
     Marketing 
     Workshop Development 
     Publications 

The Work Plans provide a basis for 
organizing work and tracking progress 
toward these goals. 

Summary
The URISA Strategic Plan is ambitious. It 
sets out a vision for the organization and 
a series of doable, measurable steps to 
carry out that vision. The benefits of a 
sound Strategic Plan are clear: coordinat-
ed efforts, improved services, and care-
ful management of financial resources. 
With the dedication and volunteerism of 
our members, we can realize the goals 
outlined in this Plan. If you would like to 
view the entire Strategic Plan, it is avail-
able on the website – www.urisa.org. If 
you have comments or questions about 
the Plan, please contact me (hilary.perki
ns@jacobs.com), or Strategic Plan co-au-
thor Ed Wells (ewells@telerama.com). 

A good plan is like a road map: it 
shows the final destination and usually the 
best way to get there.

—H. Stanely Judd

http://www.urisa.org
mailto:hilary.perkins@jacobs.com
mailto:hilary.perkins@jacobs.com
mailto:ewells@telerama.com
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This August, URISA will hold its 5th An-
nual GIS in Addressing: Street Smart and 
Address Savvy Conference. The confer-
ence will be held August 17-20 in Provi-
dence, RI. This event will bring together 
people who deal with addressing, street 
naming, GIS, data modeling, location 
referencing, and many related fields. A 
diverse group from local, regional, state, 
tribal, and federal governments, E9-1-1 
operations, utilities, telco’s, spatial data 
providers and vendors, the Census Bu-
reau, the US Postal service, and others 
will all be present to help show how to 
work with addressing.

Those in attendance will cover all 
aspects of street naming and addressing, 
from the local level to the national level. 
Three concurrent tracks will include 
topics on cooperation, coordination, 
integration, accuracy, policy, standards, 

and applications. The keynote speaker, 
Barbara Quinn, Director of the 
Cincinnati Area GIS (CAGIS), has been 
involved in addressing for many years 
and will bring a wealth of experience on 
addressing technology, integration, and 
policy. This year we are adding a plenary 
speaker session and a welcoming 
opening speaker. John Melcher, the 
President of NENA will provide another 
keynote address. John is known for 
being informative, enlightening, 
engaging, and entertaining.

The conference is known for 
providing excellent opportunities 
to network and gain insights and 
contacts with others in this field facing 
similar problems. Presentations, panel 
discussions, round table (open forum) 
discussions, and the welcoming 
reception allow everyone to come 

together, discuss, and learn about 
innovative techniques, standards, and 
a wealth of other information. The 
pre-conference workshops provide 
hands on experiences and techniques 
from experts on the field. The popular 
URISA Certified Workshop Addressing 
and IS/GIS Implementation will be 
updated prior to the event. The 
workshop should be a requirement 
for state, county, and municipal GIS 
departments. This will also be the 
4th year of the street sign and maps 
contest. Prizes are awarded for creative 
and humorous street signs from across 
the country as well as for detailed 
maps created with GIS. More details 
about the conference are available at 
www.urisa.org/address.htm. Come 
join us for an informative and exciting 
conference.

5th Annual GIS in Addressing Conference in Providence, RI
By Marc Berryman, Associate Conference Chair, Greater Harris County 911 Emergency Network
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URISA members--are you interested in 
giving back to the community, or pay-
ing forward the generosity of mentors 
and teachers? Helping to break down 
the digital divide that separates com-
munities and hemispheres? Read on, 
and see if you are excited by the pros-
pect of GeoCorps—or go straight to 
the end to read how you can help.

GeoCorps is the idea of longtime 
URISA member Shoreh Elhami. The 
basic premise is to form a volunteer-
based GIS professional entity with 
the goal of providing short-term GIS 
expertise to less developed countries 
and communities around the world. 
Although assistance may be offered 
in the US and Canada, the focus is on 
communities in other countries, to 
minimize competition with existing 
programs, and because local assistance 
is more accessible here. 

GeoCorps would be a volunteer-
based, non-profit organization of GIS 
professionals committed to assisting 
developing countries and communities 
in need with their GIS needs and 
services. GeoCorps would match the 
host countries’ GIS needs with the 
expertise of its member volunteers.

The host country’s GIS needs 
would be determined from an 
evaluation of their spatial datasets 
(if any) and various applications 
supportable by those datasets. 
Depending on the country’s needs, 
level and types of services would be 
determined and volunteers dispatched 
there from 2 weeks to 2 months to 
provide those needed services. Services 
could include:
    Conducting technical workshops 

(i.e. URISA workshops)
    Conducting software specific 

training classes
    Establishing web-based 

interactive mapping applications 
to primarily enhance the host 
country’s economic well-being 

GIS: Giving International Service?
By Shoreh Elhami, Delaware County, OH
Ed Wells, GeoStrategic Solutions, Washington, DC

and environmental monitoring 
capabilities

    Assisting in the design of data 
models and data collection 
methodologies

    Engaging in and promoting an 
exchange program between 
the US and host countries 
professionals

GeoCorps could consist of a Core 
Committee (CC) whose responsibilities 
might include the following:
    Designing/hosting GeoCorps’ web 

site; This web site will be the main 
communication means between 
the CC and GeoCorps volunteers

    Recruitment and screening of 
volunteers via the web site; GISCI 
standards (for awarding GIS 
certificates) could be utilized in 
part in the selection process

    Matching volunteers’ expertise to 
host country’s needs

    Establishing Communications with 
host countries; most likely with 
universities and/or other NPO’s

    Determining the costs 
associated with each project on 
a per volunteer basis. Costs are 
primarily associated with Travel, 

Accommodations, and Food (TAF)
    Communicate with sponsors 

to identify TAF, hardware, and 
software subsidizers and their 
contribution level 

    Investigating similar NPO’s and 
possibilities for securing grants

GeoCorps would be supported by 
individuals’ donations, corporations 
(by donating hardware and software 
programs) and other NPO’s with 
similar goals. 

Right now GeoCorps is just an 
idea. To help establish it, we are 
looking for:
1.   Ideas on how GeoCorps should be 

formally organized within URISA
2.   Contacts with international 

organizations needing the skills 
our membership can offer

3.   Persons interested in volunteering
4.   Persons or organizations 

interested in sponsoring GeoCorps 
opportunities

If you are interested, please 
contact Shoreh Elhami at 
selhami@aol.com. Together, we can 
help those who don’t have the great 
fortune that we enjoy. 

Proposals Invited for 2003 NSDI CAP Funding
The 2003 Cooperative Agreements Program is open for submission of proposals 
through May 30, 2003. The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) sponsors 
the Cooperative Agreements Program (CAP) to support the implementation of the 
National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).

The 2003 CAP will provide seed funds to engage organizations in building 
the NSDI through metadata implementation, training and outreach, and 
clearinghouse implementation of OpenGIS web services. In addition, the FGDC and 
Geoconnections Canada will jointly fund a collaborative cross-border spatial data 
infrastructure project.

The NSDI consists of the technologies, policies, and people necessary to 
effectively discover, share, maintain and use digital geographic data throughout all 
sectors of the geospatial data community in the distributed electronic environment. 
The CAP is open to all U.S. organizations and seeks new participants. The CAP 
program does not support GIS startups, data collection or data purchases.

Application information and instructions can be found on-line by visiting the 
FGDC website at: www.fgdc.gov

http://www.fgdc.gov
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Welcome New Corporate Members

LaserFiche Document Imaging and 
Document Management 
3545 Long Beach Blvd. 
Long Beach, CA 90807 
Phone: 562-988-1688 
Fax: 562-988-1886
www.laserfiche.com 
E-Mail: info@laserfiche.com 

LaserFiche document imaging and 
management solutions set the stan-
dard for instant information access, 
comprehensive security and stream-
lined Web distribution in over 18,000 
government and private applications 
worldwide. LaserFiche solutions begin 
with flexible capture and forms pro-
cessing options that prepare electronic 
and paper-bound information for fast 
retrieval. Intelligent search capabili-
ties pinpoint documents in seconds, 
allowing users to work faster, smarter 
and with less time spent searching for 
information.

Efficient distribution methods 
deliver information on demand via CD 
and the Web, including a document 
management thin client and a fully-
customizable Web publishing tool. A 
Workflow module automates repetitive 
document-centered processes. 
Comprehensive security protects the 
digital archive from unauthorized 
access.

Designed for rapid deployment, 
LaserFiche solutions scale to enterprise-
wide and integrate seamlessly with 
GIS, finance, HR and many other 
widely used government applications. 
LaserFiche maintains relationships 
with key third parties such as ESRI (an 
official LaserFiche business partner) to 
deliver complete, top-tier solutions.

LaserFiche’s global network of 
certified representatives provides 
complete implementation consulting 

and installation services. LaserFiche 
Value-Added Resellers (VARs) 
are systems experts particularly 
skilled in the government arena. 
Dedicated to building successful, 
long-term customer relationships, 
LaserFiche VARs also provide optional 
comprehensive training, ongoing 
support and on-site preventive 
maintenance when appropriate.

Manatron
510 East Milham Ave.
Portage, MI 49002
1-800-666-5300
www.manatron.com 
E-Mail: info@manatron.com  

Division Locations
Sabre Appraisal Division
9111 Springboro Pike
Miamisburg, OH 45342
1-800-776-7227

GovernMax.com Division
9111 Springboro Pike
Miamisburg, OH 45342
1-800-776-7227
www.governmax.com

Manatron’s mission is to serve lo-
cal government and its constituents. 
We provide property, financial and 
judicial software solutions and related 
services which essentially automate 
the back-office functions for Auditors, 
Treasurers, Assessors, Tax Collectors, 
Registers of Deeds/Recorders, Clerks 
of the Court and other governmental 
officials.

Manatron also offers a wide 
variety of property appraisal and 

revaluation services through its 
Sabre Appraisal Division, one of the 
largest providers of property appraisal 
services in the nation. Manatron also 
offers Internet-based e-government 
solutions through its GovernMax.com 
Division, one of the first to provide 
Internet access and e-government 
solutions for local governments. 
Today, GovernMax.com is one of the 
fastest-growing e-government service 
providers in the country.

Manatron also complements 
its superior software products with 
ongoing support. In addition, we 
provide necessary third party software, 
computer-related hardware and 
professional services such as workflow 
analysis, consulting, conversions, 
networking, installation, project 
management and training.

Navigation Technologies
Corporate Headquarters:
222 Merchandise Mart, Suite 900
Chicago, Illinois 60654 USA 
Tel: (312) 894-7000
Fax: (312) 894-7050
www.navtech.com 

Navigation Technologies Corporation 
creates the digital map database of 
the Highway Network that enables the 
highest quality geospatial, GIS, and ITS 
applications, including vehicle naviga-
tion and location-based services.  The 
map contains 150 attributes per road 
link and over 45 categories of points of 
interest. The database is used for route 
optimization, real time vehicle track-
ing, traffic and weather collection, and 
public safety applications at every level 
of government, for all North American 
in-vehicle navigation systems, and the 
majority of Internet and wireless geo-
spatial content providers.

http://www.laserfiche.com
mailto:info@laserfiche.com
http://www.manatron.com
mailto:info@manatron.com
http://www.governmax.com
http://www.pixoneer.com
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Visit http://www.urisa.org/chapters/
chapternews.htm frequently for up-to-
date Chapter Conference and Meeting 
information.

Mark your calendars for GIS in the 
Rockies 2003. The 16th annual confer-
ence will be held October 1-3, 2003 in 
Denver at the Merchandise Mart. The 
theme of this year’s conference is “Geo-
spatial Integration Today for Tomorrow”. 
Visit http://www.gisintherockies.org/  for 
more information.

LaURISA will be co-sponsoring the 19th 
Annual Remote Sensing/GIS Workshop 
April 28-May 1 in Lafayette, La. Two 
educational sessions focusing on GIS 
and Local Government are being orga-
nized by LaURISA. In between the two 
sessions, LaURISA is having a General 
Membership Luncheon Meeting for all 
existing, new, and prospective members. 
The luncheon speaker is Mr. Hugh Bend-
ers, and his topic is “Forging State and 
Local Data Partnerships”. Mr. Benders 
has had great success in Texas building 
partnerships between state and local 
governments. For more information 

Chapter News

The Institute of Portland 
Metropolitan Studies at 
Portland State University 
is hosting the second 
annual URISA Public 
Participation in GIS con-
ference on July 20-23, 
2003. PPGIS addresses 
a number of concerns 
regarding the social and institutional 
implications of growing public access 
to geographical information systems 
and spatial data. The conference will 
bring together a diverse group of 
practitioners, community members, 
and researchers who will present a 
wide range of perspectives. 

Portland, nationally revered for 
its efforts to institutionalize public 
involvement in governance, offers a 
fitting stage for this year’s conference. 
Local and national leaders involved with 
PPGIS will discuss their ideas regarding 
approaches to and experience with 
utilizing GIS in public involvement 
strategies as well as present projects that 
are underway. One practical outcome 
of the conference will be to weave a 
comprehensive tapestry of what PPGIS 
is today and how participants imagine it 
serving citizens in the future. 

2nd Annual PPGIS 
Conference to Portland

Larry Orman, Director 
of GreenInfo Network, will 
be the keynote speaker for 
the conference. GreenInfo 
is a San Francisco based 
nonprofit dedicated to 
assisting nonprofits and 
public interest groups make 
the connection between 

people, places and issues with GIS. 
Larry’s opening remarks will preface 
discussions and presentations divided 
into the four conference tracks: PPGIS 
Practice, Monitoring and Evaluation; 
PPGIS Theory and Science; Data Issues; 
and Organizations and Institutions. 

Visit the URISA website 
(www.urisa.org) for more conference 
information. The preliminary program, 
and registration form, will be posted in 
late April. 

Conference attendees also will have 
the opportunity to explore Portland and 
its environs during their stay. There is 
an enormous array of recreational and 
entertainment opportunities offered 
both within the city and throughout 
the immediate region. Check out the 
Portland Oregon Visitor’s Association 
webpage at http://www.pova.com/
visitors for more details.

Corporate Members 
Accela
ATCi
Atlantic Technologies
Autodesk
Ayres Associates, Inc.
BAE Systems ADR
Bowne Management Systems, Inc.
CadCorp
DeLorme
DigitalGlobe
ESRI
Federal Geographic Data Committee
Genaware Inc
Genesys International Corporation
Geographic Data Technology, Inc.
Geographic Technologies Group
GRW Aerial Surveys Inc.
Hewlett Packard
Intergraph Mapping & GIS Solutions 
Intergraph Services Company
Intermap Technologies
Kinetic Solutions, LLC
Kucera International
LaserFiche
Manatron
Merrick & Company
Mobile Video Services, Inc.
MWH Americas Inc.
Navigation Technologies
PlanGraphics Inc.
RamTech Corporation
Robinson Engineering
Rolta Corporation
Sanborn Map Company, The
Sidwell Company, The
SDS, Inc.
Stewart GeoTechnologies (Landata GeoServices)
Surdex Corporation
Taylor Wiseman & Taylor
Schneider Corporation, The
URS Corporation

Business Members
AirPhoto USA Inc.
Ameregis
Angus Geosolutions Inc.
Bluegrass GIS Inc.
Geographic Mapping Consultants
GIS Planning Inc
Global InfoSci
Great Arc Technologies, Inc.
Hartman & Associates
Innovative Mapping Solutions LLC
Municipal GIS Partners, Inc.
Pixoneer Geomatics
rGa & Associates Inc
Spatial Focus
System Development/ Integration
Systems Design Inc.

and registration form, go to http://
www.rac.louisiana.edu/rsgis/index.html.

Be Spatial 2003 — Sixteenth Annual 
URISA Ontario Chapter Annual 
Program and Expo Event
URISA Ontario Chapter presents its 16th 
Annual Meeting, Program and Expo 
Event, focusing on e-government and 
geospatial and technology initiatives in 
Ontario. Be sure to join us for this valu-
able information-sharing forum being 
held at the Toronto Congress Centre, 
Tuesday May 6, 2003.

http://www.urisa.org/chapters/chapternews.htm
http://www.urisa.org/chapters/chapternews.htm
http://www.gisintherockies.org/
http://www.urisa.org
http://www.pova.com/visitors/
http://www.pova.com/visitors/
http://www.rac.louisiana.edu/rsgis/index.html
http://www.rac.louisiana.edu/rsgis/index.html
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Landata Group Inc., a wholly owned subsid-
iary of Stewart Information Services Corp., has 
merged two operating entities to form Stewart 
Geo Technologies, a multifaceted international 
provider of geospatial solutions with product 
lines in mapping services, geographic informa-
tion systems (GIS) application development, 
GIS consulting, and Internet data integration 
and publication. Stewart Geo Technologies 
also has acquired the assets of GlobeXplorer 
Inc., a leading provider of satellite images and 
aerial photography via the Internet. Jill Urban-
Karr, former president of Landata Geo Services, 
is the executive vice president of Stewart Geo 
Technologies and will remain at the company’s 
location in San Antonio, Texas. Urban-Karr 
continues to play a pivotal role in ongoing 
international activities, including a project with 
IBM Romania to modernize public land records 
for the Romanian government. She also will 
continue to lead GIS consulting operations for 
the new entity.

Accela, Inc., recently announced that the company 
has relocated corporate headquarters to Dublin, 
California to support its expansion efforts. The 
new state-of-the-art building provides employees 
with expanded work areas, new communication 
services, and sophisticated meeting centers. The 
headquarters is located in the Pleasanton/Dublin 
area in a newly developed high-tech center mak-
ing it part of the greater Silicon Valley and San 
Francisco Bay Area. Accela’s new neighbors include 
technology leaders such as Sybase, PeopleSoft, 
Commerce One and EMC Corporation.

GenaWare has recently been accepted as a 
technical committee member of the OpenGIS 
Consortium (OGC).

A leading NASA engineer has tapped Maine-
based DeLorme to aid in the Shuttle Columbia 
recovery efforts. Within hours of the Space 
Shuttle Columbia disaster, investigative crews 
and researchers were marshaled in to help pin-
point the location of shuttle debris in an area 
that covered several states. Mapping the debris 
area became a critical component of the opera-
tion. DeLorme’s XMap 4.0 has been playing an 
integral role in the ongoing recovery effort.

Sanborn and ITspatial, LLC, announced during 
the 2003 ESRI Federal User’s Conference that 
they have formed a strategic alliance to leverage 
their independent capabilities in offering clients 
integrated 3D GIS mapping as part of their so-
lutions. As part of this agreement, Sanborn will 
re-sell ITspatial’s InterSCOPE™ Visual Information 
Management system as well as real-time 3D GIS 
maps generated using Sanborn source data. IT-
spatial will, in turn, gain access to Sanborn source 
data to provide its clients with ongoing 3D GIS 
decision support solutions. 

Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solu-
tions has welcomed forty-six new members to 

its Team GeoMedia Registered Solutions Provider 
program. 
 
A web-based GIS application, referred to as the 
“Job Point Program”, was successfully developed 
and deployed for the Tioga County Department 
of Social Services by Bowne Management Sys-
tems. This application provides clients of the NYS 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
program with the ability to search for potential 
employers. It also provides directions from 
selected bus routes, family day-care providers, 
and individual residences to selected employers. 
The program uses RouteMAP IMS, ESRI’s Internet 
Map Server software, as the spatial engine to 
provide step-by-step driving and walking direc-
tions to selected employers. The ultimate goal of 
this program is to provide a tool that increases 
the number of job opportunities presented to 
TANF clients and reduces the amount of time an 
individual is enrolled in the TANF program. 

People News
William Reid recently joined Sanborn as a 
marketing/sales representative. He will be focus-
ing on the states of Florida and Georgia. Mr. Reid 
has been active in the utility maps and records 
and mapping fields for the past 42 years. Mr. 
Reid’s office will be in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Continental Mapping Consultants is pleased to 
announce that Chris Vanderheyden has joined 
the firm as the V.P. of Business Development. His 
primary role is to expand CMC’s presence in the 
photogrammetric GIS mapping arena.

GenaWare announced increased support for its 
growing customer base in the US. Recent hires 
include Jon Polay, Vice President, Sales, Gina 
Guerrieri, Sales Executive and Juli Pankow, Sales 
Administrator.

NovaLIS Technologies is pleased to announce 
Ruel Williamson has joined the company as 
Land Titles Office Business Manager. 

Kucera is pleased to announce the addition of 
Gerald L. Ray to its technical/sales division for 
the southeastern U.S. 

Phil Kraus has joined Surdex Corporation as 
Director- GIS Consulting. His responsibilities 
will include evaluating GIS needs for current 
and prospective clients along with maintaining 
Surdex’s corporate database. 

At a meeting of the 2003 Wisconsin Land In-
formation Association (WLIA) held in February, 
Alissa Bails, GIS division manager of R.A. Smith 
& Associates, Inc., Brookfield, Wisconsin, and 
Don Dittmar, LIS coordinator of Waukesha 
County, discussed how ArcGIS, can be used 
to seamlessly integrate land use and recreation 
planning activities into a GIS. 

Dr. Robert Moses, President and CEO of PCI 
Geomatics, has accepted a position on the board 
of directors for the Open GIS Consortium. 

Project Awards
Surdex Corporation has recently been awarded 
two contracts in Florida. Surdex will provide Palm 
Beach County with black and white digital ortho-
photography at a scale of 1”=100’ with 1.0’ pixels 
covering approximately 378 square miles. Surdex 
will also be providing the City of Lynnhaven with 
digital orthophotography to support the citywide 
storm water management program. 

Accela and the Michigan Department of Con-
sumer and Industry Services, Bureau of Construc-
tion Codes (BCC) announced the commercial 
deployment of a new portal Web site for online 
permitting and status checking. The portal site 
is powered by Accela’s VelocityHall and provides 
Michigan contractors with streamlined access to 
electrical, mechanical, and plumbing permits. 
 
Merrick & Company is pleased to announce the 
successful completion of a prototype mapping 
project for KGIS, an automated mapping and 
GIS consortium made up of the City of Knox-
ville, Knox County, and Knoxville Utilities Board 
in the state of Tennessee. The prototype project 
involved validating procedures to update legacy 
data and generate a digital terrain model (DTM) 
using LIDAR data as an input. Building on the 
success of the prototype project, Merrick has 
been authorized to proceed with a $1.1 million 
contract for the entire 526 square mile county. 

Sanborn announced that Round Rock, Texas, 
working with the Capital Area Planning Council 
(CAPCO), chose Sanborn to update the city’s GIS 
data. This update is an extension of the basemap 
update program awarded to Sanborn in 2001. 

Accela has recently garnered two new clients 
who will utilize the company’s Kiva line of 
products. Placer County, Calif. will replace the 
paper process that has been core to most of the 
County departments, and establish an enterprise 
solution for countywide land management. New 
Mexico’s Construction Industries Division will 
also use Accela’s Kiva products to automate and 
manage data for the statewide building permit 
and inspection process.  

Rolta has recently been awarded a data services 
contract to integrate the British Columbia TELUS 
data into the Intergraph FRAMME based IMAGE 
format. TELUS Communications is one of Canada’s 
leading providers of data, Internet Protocol, fixed 
line and wireless voice communications services.

GeoDecisions, was selected by the Nevada De-
partment of Transportation (NDOT) to provide 
GIS and IT consulting services through a second 
open-end contract that will run through 2004.

Industry News
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Municipal Software Corporation is proud to 
welcome their first client in Utah:  the City of 
West Jordan (population approx. 105,000).  The 
city will use Municipal Software Corporation’s 
CityView 8.NET Enterprise to automate their 
Permitting, Building, Planning and Engineering 
processes.  The city plans to deploy several of 
these services over the Web in the future.

Allen County, Indiana, has selected ESRI to be the 
official GIS technology provider for the county 
government. With a goal to develop an enter-
prise GIS on one common platform, the county 
has begun an ArcGIS implementation that will 
use ArcView, ArcInfo, ArcIMS, and ArcSDE.

The Sidwell Company was selected by Peoria 
County, Illinois, the City of Peoria, and the 
Greater Peoria Sanitary District for development 
of a countywide GIS. Sidwell was also awarded a 
contract by Boone County, Illinois to complete 

the process of converting the entire county to 
GIS, including processing of orthophotography 
covering these areas.  

The San Antonio Mapping Division of Stewart 
Geo Technologies, Inc. (SGT) has been awarded 
a contract by Medina County, Texas to provide 
orthophotography and planimetric update services 
covering the entire county and adjacent areas, to-
taling approximately 1,550 square miles. 

SD•I has been selected to develop a comprehen-
sive GIS Requirements Analysis and Implementa-
tion Plan for the City of Kennewick, Washington, 
which includes conceptual architecture, high-
level database design, and implementation 
strategy. SD•I has also been selected to provide 
project management services for a public safety 
software replacement project to be shared by the 
Counties of Benton and Franklin and the Cities of 
Kennewick, Pasco, and Richland, Washington.  

URISA members are invited to attend the Governing Conference on 
Managing Technology 2003, May 28-30, 2003 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel, 
Atlanta, GA.

Your participation in this working conference will equip you to streamline your 
operations – maintaining services even while spending less. You’ll learn how 
Governors are reorganizing operations and information across programs and 
agencies. In addition you’ll get the latest about budget strategies, disaster re-
covery, improving purchasing, homeland security and other topics that can’t 
wait for better times. And of course you’ll share ideas with a diverse group of 
top state and local officials from across the country - all vitally concerned with 
managing technology in the current climate of budget cuts and financial pres-
sure. The Conference includes a Forum on Managing Environmental Informa-
tion and a workshop on Network Security.

For additional information and to register for Managing Technology, visit 
Governing’s web site: Governing.com or contact The Conference Department by 
email: ConfDepart@aol.com, phone: (781) 729-8611, or fax: (781) 729-8677.

Western Cadastral Data 
and Policy Forum

The Western Governors’ 
Association (WGA), serving the 
Governors of the 18 western states 
and 3 US-Flag Pacific Islands, will 
host its second Western Cadastral 
Data and Policy Forum May 6-7, 
at the Wyndham Hotel in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.
 
This Land Records Forum will 
focus on the use of land records 
in the realty and titling industry, 
energy, taxation, land planning 
and disaster management. The 
Forum is structured to garner 
input from representatives of these 
industries in terms of priorities for 
the collection, use, dissemination 
and access to land records 
supporting decision-making. It is 
expected that the results of this 
forum will guide legislation, policy, 
and direction across the West. 

The Forum is endorsed by the 
American Congress on Surveying 
and Mapping (ACSM), USDI 
Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), USDA Forest Service 
(FS), USDI Fish & Wildlife 
Service (F&WS), USDI Minerals 
Management Service (MMS), 
National Association of Counties 
(NACo), USDC National Geodetic 
Survey (NGS), USDC National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), National 
States Geographic Information 
Council (NSGIC), Urban and 
Regional Information Systems 
Association (URISA), and Western 
Federation of Professional 
Surveyors (WFPS).
 
Complete information on the 
Forum, including overview, 
agenda, registration form and 
hotel reservation information can 
be found on the WGA website at: 
http://www.westgov.org/wga/
meetings/cadastral.htm

http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/arcview/index.html
http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/arcinfo/index.html
http://www.esri.com/software/arcims/index.html
http://www.esri.com/software/arcgis/arcinfo/arcsde/index.html
http://www.westgov.org/wga/meetings/cadastral.htm
http://www.westgov.org/wga/meetings/cadastral.htm
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